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Why would God reveal such a complex truth to us?
We have already seen that God describes Himself as incomparable, yet knowable.
We have seen that we are compelled by Scripture to affirm that:

1. There is only One God.

2. There are three Persons or Agents or Individuals within this One God.

3. This three-in-one divine Being is beyond comparison—nothing in our experience is like
His being.

We use the word “Person” or “Agent” or “Individual” or “Agency” or “Operation” to label these internal
centers of consciousness (who called themselves as Father, Son, and Spirit in the Scriptures), because
we do not have any better words. Because these Persons are described in revelation using terms like
love, anger, speaking, knowing, deciding and so on, words like ‘attributes’ or ‘states’ seem too flat or
limited. We are constrained by our understanding and by our language, but the doctrine is still one
which God wishes us to know in its basic meaning.

“A definition of the Trinity is not easy to construct. Some are done by stating several
propositions. Others err on the side either of oneness or threeness. One of the best is
Warfield’s: “There is one only and true God, but in the unity of the Godhead there are three
coeternal and coequal Persons, the same in substance but distinct in subsistence.” The word
“Persons” might be misleading as if there were three individuals in the Godhead, but what
other word would suffice? The word “substance” might be too materialistic; some would prefer
to use the word “essence.” Many will not know the meaning of subsistence, but a dictionary can
remedy that (“necessary existence”). ... Positively, the definition clearly asserts both oneness
and threeness and is careful to maintain the equality and eternality of the Three. Even if the
word “person” is not the best, it does guard against modalism, and, of course, the phrase “the
same in substance” (or perhaps better, essence) protects against tritheism. The whole
undivided essence of God belongs equally to each of the three persons. [Ryrie, C. C. (1999).
Basic theology : A popular systemic guide to understanding biblical truth (61). Chicago, lll.:
Moody Press.]

This God is absolutely unique. All other concepts of God are either polytheist or singular units.

Ancient Christian writers, such as AbQ Ri’itah al-Takriti (c. 775-835 AD), can point this out in dialogue
with Muslim theologians of the time:

“When a religion finds that it describes God by the attribute "nothing is like Him", then it [truly]
worships of Him and knows Him. And if a religion discovers it describes God with



A more

anthropomorphism and comparison with creatures, then ignorance of Him is its perpetual goal.
Each of those professing the unity of God, with the exception of the Christians, do not hesitate
to describe Him as one, single, and numberable. ... What do you say about one human being,
and one king? Is not each one of them a single [individual] ? Which comparison is more
important than what you describe? As for the Christians, they reject any comparison [of
creatures] and likeness with [God] when they describe Him as three hypostaseis
(persons/minds) and one ousia (being/entity). .. . But when it is found that He is three
hypostaseis and one ousia, then His description is above every comparison and likeness [with
creatures], because it is not possible that a single ousia [having] three hypostaseis, which is
identical in all of its essences, exists in creation. [WR:DTPT,197ff]

modern Christian theologian could express this uniqueness this way:

“The unity of God is unique. It is the only unity of the kind. An individual man is one; and any
individual creature or thing is one. But there are others like it, each of which is likewise
numerically one. God is not merely one, but the only one; not merely unus (one), but unicus
(unique). He is not one of a species or one in contrast with another of the same kind. God is one
God and the only God. The notion of the unique must be associated with that of unity in the
instance of the Supreme Being.

God is not a unit, but a unity. A unit, like a stone or a stick, is marked by mere singleness. It
admits no interior distinctions and is incapable of that inherent trinality which is necessary to
self-knowledge and self-consciousness. Mere singleness is incompatible with society, and
therefore incompatible with divine communion and blessedness. God is blessed only as he is
self-knowing and self-communing. A subject without an object could not experience either love
or joy. Love and joy are social. They imply more than a single person.

The scriptural doctrine of divine plenitude favors distinctions in divine essence. Fullness of being
implies variety of existence. A finite unit has no plurality or manifoldness. It is destitute of
modes of subsistence. Meagerness and barrenness mark a unit; opulence and fruitfulness
mark a unity. This pléroma or plenitude of divine essence is spoken of in the following: “filled
with all the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:19) and “the fullness of the Godhead” (Col. 1:19; 2:9). Owen
(in his work Doctrine of the Trinity Vindicated) remarks that “it may be true that in one essence
there can be but one person, when the essence is finite and limited, but not when the essence is
infinite.” [Shedd, W. G. T., & Gomes, A. W. (2003). Dogmatic theology (3rd ed.) (222).
Phillipsburg, N.J.: P & R Pub.]

God revealed this to us for our good—it has practical value to our lives, beyond simply knowing truth. It

shows us how great our God is, how complete He is in Himself, how sufficient His work of redemption is

for us, and how sure we can be of His love for us!

One writer listed some of the practical benefits of this:



It allows for eternal love. Love was before creation, yet love needs an object. Love is
always flowing among the persons of the trinity.

Only God can reveal God. By God the Father sending God the Son, God could be made
manifest.

Only God can atone for sin. This is accomplished through the incarnation of God the
Son.

It is hard to conceive of personality existing without society. The persons of the
Godhead relate one to another in perfect harmony, a perfect society.

[Thiessen, H. C., & Doerksen, V. D. (1979). Lectures in systematic theology (98—99). Grand Rapids,
MI; Cambridge: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.]

One illustration that is commonly used of the Trinity expresses an intense beauty in the relationships
within the Godhead:

“God is Love” (1 John 4:16), and love involves three elements: A lover, a beloved, and a spirit
of love. These three are one. One advantage of this example is that it has a personal
dimension, in that love is something only a person does. [Geisler, N. L. (2003). Systematic
theology, volume two: God, creation (294). Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House Publishers.]

For me personally—and | would hope you would find this too, friend—the major reason might be to
encourage us to trust Him, because He is constantly praying for me.

| know from scripture that | can go to God with my needs, my fears, my pains, my thanks—and that |
have access to Him because Jesus solved my sin problem by His sacrificial death.

But | also know from the verses above that:

God the Holy Spirit prays to the Father for me, about things | do NOT know to pray for:
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he
who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes
for the saints according to the will of God. (Romans 8:26)

God the Son intercedes for me constantly, about things necessary to my salvation
(whether I know what those needs are or not!): Now there have been many of those [Old
Testament] priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; but because
Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save



completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede
for them. (Heb 7:23-25).

| appreciate it when people intercede with God on my behalf—I frequently ask others to pray for me—
but to know that God Himself, within Himself, prays for me—including for the unseen and unknown
needs of my life and my spirit—I am encouraged to trust Him. | am encouraged to thank Him. | am
encouraged to honor Him in my little human life. | am overwhelmed by the completeness of His care.

Secondly, | am encouraged to trust Him because the work required to ensure my salvation and eternal
life with Him was all done by Him!

If you look at this simple list of Scripture truths, you can see what | mean:

The Son chose to come to earth as a human

e The Father who loved Him from eternity to eternity sent Him, because of love for us humans

e The Holy Spirit miraculously created this unique Jesus inside the womb of Mary.

e The Son —now in human form and yet still also having His divine nature—depended upon the
Holy Spirit to live his human life in perfect obedience and submission to the Father.

e During his life on earth, the Son promised that every person who believed His claims and
trusted in His work as savior would be exempt from the Final Judgment and be given eternal
life by the Father.

e Before His sacrifice on the Cross for us, Jesus promised that He and the Father would send a
down-payment of eternal life to believers, in the person of the Holy Spirit.

And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And
when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit,
whom he promised long ago. The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the
inheritance he promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this
so we would praise and glorify him. (Eph 1:13-14)

For while we are in this tent [the human body], we groan and are burdened, because we
do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is
mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now the one who has fashioned us for this very
purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
(2 Co 5:1-5).



He also promised that this Holy Spirit would reveal more about God the Son and God the
Father as part of the Spirit’s ministry.

Jesus then offered himself up through the Holy Spirit on the Cross as a substitute sacrifice for
us law-breakers. He took the punishment that we deserve from the Father upon Himself, and
suffered in our place.

The Father accepted the Son’s sacrifice, raised Him from the dead, and exalted Him to
heaven.

The Holy Spirit was then sent by the Father and the Son to live inside believers, and to begin
growing, from within, the experience of Eternal Life—including internal joy, love, peace,
and intimacy with God. At the Resurrection, this indwelling Holy Spirit will completely
renew our human bodies into immortal bodies.

This same Holy Spirit enables humans to share the message of God’s offer of eternal life
with other people—Ilike you and I.

His offer of eternal life is based upon His own works—not ours. Righteousness and Peace
with God are a gift from him—not something we work for. The triune God did all the
work—out of His love—and we can enjoy His gift freely and be forever confident in His
love:

But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the requirements
of the law, as was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. 22 We are
made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who
believes, no matter who we are.

23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 24 Yet God, with
undeserved kindness, declares that we are righteous. He did this through Christ Jesus when he
freed us from the penalty for our sins. 25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin.
People are made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his
blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held back and did not punish those
who sinned in times past, 26 for he was looking ahead and including them in what he would do
in this present time. God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just,
and he declares sinners to be right in his sight when they believe in Jesus. 27 Can we boast,
then, that we have done anything to be accepted by God? No, because our acquittal is not based
on obeying the law. It is based on faith. 28 So we are made right with God through faith and
not by obeying the law. 29 After all, is God the God of the Jews only? Isn’t he also the God of the



Gentiles? Of course he is. 30 There is only one God, and he makes people right with himself
only by faith, whether they are Jews or Gentiles. (Romans 3:21-30).

Once we, too, were foolish and disobedient. We were misled and became slaves to many lusts
and pleasures. Our lives were full of evil and envy, and we hated each other. 4 But—“When God
our Savior revealed his kindness and love, 5 he saved us, not because of the righteous things we
had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new
life through the Holy Spirit. 6 He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ
our Savior. 7 Because of his grace he declared us righteous and gave us confidence that we will
inherit eternal life.” (Letter to Titus 3:3-7).

I mean that you have been saved by grace through believing. You did not save yourselves; it was
a gift from God. 9 It was not the result of your own efforts, so you cannot brag about it. (Eph
2:8-9).

I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; rather, | become righteous
through faith in Christ. For God’s way of making us right with himself depends on faith. (Php
3:9).

Conclusion

There are so many questions that could be asked here, and so many arguments that can be raised, and
so much more data that could be examined, but none of these would change the basic reality: that God
has revealed Himself in the scriptures from the time of the Creation through the time of Christ’s apostles
and companions as being a composite unity.

There are distinctions between the persons, but even these distinctions are for our good—otherwise,
the Holy Spirit could not pray for us and the Son could not offer a perfect substitute for us to the Father.

But debates about the internal workings of our great God have sabotaged many beautiful lives and
created significant discord in both Christian and Muslim theology.

In Christian theology, the debates about this in the early centuries of the church were often impure—
they were tainted by political ambitions and by social pressures. Sometimes they stopped arguing and
admitted the reality of mystery, but sometimes they did not.

And the same is true for the internal Muslim debates. One writer (Nader El-Bizri), discussing the
internal Muslim arguments over essence and attributes, said this:

“Although the question concerning God's essence and attributes has primarily remained a
classical madrasa problem that has been peripheral to modem reformist deliberations, it
nevertheless confronts us with exacting metaphysical riddles. Attempts to advance a definite



thesis in this regard are likely to be part of a call for a conversion to one doctrine or another. The
atmosphere is one of ideological indoctrination preoccupied with historicity rather than a
commitment to the uncanny realities of this question. This should, as a minimum, be replaced
with a restraint in taking conclusive positions, and by resisting intellective haste, given that
the doctrinal unfolding of this question did not always maintain, with purity, the
indeterminacy, indecision, openness and submission that befit a genuine experience of the
holy.” [WR:CCCIT, 137f, Nader El-Bizri, “God: essence and attributes”]

| would hope, friend, that you would let God be God, and let His unchangeable Word speak wisdom,
comfort, forgiveness, and wonder into your open heart. May you find this free gift of eternal life from
the glorious God, and may you experience the blessings, ministries, and companionship with the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit!

In the words of the Apostle Paul (Romans 16.27)

All glory to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, forever. Amen.
Warmly,

Glenn Miller, Dec 2010



