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You wrote:
Hello dear,
Aslam-o-Alekum (Arabic greetings)

This is XYZ. I was just browsing Christian websites and by the help of one
my friends in a far city I came to you. So remember I am not Christian but I
have some friends who are witnessed good Christians. I sometimes listen to
Christian audio teachings.

I belong to a Muslim family, and my father is a leader of the mosque and my
mother is daughter of a pure religious family. Although I am born and
brought as Muslim under the teachings of Islam, I had a desire to learn
about the Christianity and that is the main reason I ask questions and
sometimes listen to sermons-- to know more things about this religion. Some
of the sermons start with the very short psalms readings as we also believe in
the psalms of Prophet David.

I listen to all these of messages with keen interests but my family doesn’t
know about my activities.

Can you help me to know about HOW IS THE CHRIST SON OF GOD?
I believe in One and only great Allah
Hope to get soon from you,
XYZ
I wrote back:
Dear XYZ,
Thank you for such a warm and genuine greeting, friend.
My heart greets you warmly and wishes the best to you, as well!
I really appreciate your letter, and your obvious honest interest in this question. I can see
that your parents have taught you well, to always pursue and hold on to truth—and yet be

eager to learn all the things our great Allah/God would guide you to.

The Zabitr are a treasure of my heart, too. Of all the sections of the Bible, the Zabiir are
closest in tone and wording (in my opinion) to that of the Qur’an.



For example, Zabiir/Psalm 15

“Lord, who may dwell in your sanctuary? Who may live on your holy mountain?
Those whose walk is blameless, who do what is righteous, who speak the truth
from their hearts;, who have no slander on their tongues, who do their neighbors
no wrong, who cast no slur on others; who despise those whose ways are vile but
honor whoever fears the Lord; who keep their oaths even when it hurts;, who lend
money to the poor without interest and do not accept bribes against the innocent.
Whoever does these things will never be shaken.

v . ewi und, even in similar wording, i
Every one of these sentiments can be likewise found, even in similar wording, in
passages from the Qur’an:

"Can someone who knows that the revelation from your Lord is the Truth be
equal to someone who is blind? Only those with understanding will take it to
heart; 20 those who fulfill the agreements they make in God's name and do not
break their pledges; 21 who join together what God commands to be joined; who
are in awe of their Lord and fear the harshness of the Reckoning; 22 who remain
steadfast through their desire for the face of their Lord; who keep up the prayer;
who give secretly and openly from what We have provided for them; who repel
evil with good. These will have the reward of the [true] home: 23 they will enter
perpetual gardens, along with their righteous ancestors, spouses, and
descendants; the angels will go in to them from every gate, 24 'Peace be with you,
because you have remained steadfast. What an excellent reward is this home of
yours!' (Sura 13:19; The Quran, A New Translation. M A S Abdel Haleen.
OUP:2004)

As to your question about how is Christ legitimately called ‘Son of God’...

Many men better than I, more holy than I, more submitted to God than I, and more
learned than I have tried to explain this to interested people of other faiths (especially
good-hearted Muslims) over the past 14 centuries. I will probably not do as well as many
of them, but I will try my best to be faithful to the Scriptures, to my understanding of our
Only God, and to the realities of the limitations of our language and minds.

[This will not be well-organized—and I want to apologize up front for this (smile)--so I
ask for your patience as I try to write down what comes to my heart. I do this before the
face of our glorious, generous, and gracious God, knowing that He will hold me to
account for my intentions, my integrity, and my humility in this attempt.

[So, I told the Muslim friend in a quick email that I would write it up, but that it might
take awhile (and that I was sick at the time).]



I began to write this up:

The very first thing that can be said—with absolute certainty—is that Christ is NOT
the ‘son of god’ in the two senses correctly denounced in the Qur’an.

The Qur’an explicitly repudiates the claim that ‘Jesus is the wahlid of Allah’ over and
over, and the Christian can agree with this completely. And the Qur’an explicitly
repudiates the idea that Allah ‘took a son unto Himself” during history, and the orthodox
Christian agrees with this completely too.

On the first point (Jesus as wahlid):

“Divine sonship is denied in the Qur'an because Muhammad rejected the idea that
Jesus was the product of a physical act of intercourse between God and Mary.
There are two main Arabic words for son: walad and ibn. Both appear in the
Qur'an. Walad is a noun that refers to the physical boy who results from the
sexual union of a man and a woman. /bn is a title of relationship. It appears, for
example, in Sura 2:215 where reference is made to charity offered to family
members, to orphans and to "wayfarers". A "wayfarer" is, literally, "a son of the
road" or "ibn sabil". The Qur'an, in speaking of Jesus as "son", consistently
uses the word walad rather than ibn. In the one (Medinan) verse denying the
sonship of Jesus that uses the word ibn (Sura 9:30), the context is one of
comparing Christians' elevation of Jesus as parallel to the Jewish elevation of
Ezra as a son (ibn) of God. To give a human being such prestige or honour is not
in the prerogative of Christians or Jews. The denial of Christ's sonship coheres
almost exclusively in a disgust at the idea of Jesus as the physical product (a
walad) of sexual union between God and Mary. One might argue that the
Qur'an does not really deny the sonship of Christ in terms of his unique
status with God (the essential ibn sense). If a "wayfarer" can be a "son of the
road" in a non-physical manner, could not Christ be "son of God" in a non-
physical sense?” [Kissing Cousins? Christians and Muslims Face to Face, Bill
Musk, Monarch Books:2005, p342f]

The Christian denies any physical or through-marriage sonship of Jesus, and repudiates
with equal clarity the polytheists of the Prophet’s day who affirmed that Allah had wives,
sons, and daughters. Whatever the Christian means by ‘Son of God’, it does NOT
include sex, birth, cohabitation, etc. It is purely spiritual and is not an act of
reproduction.

On the second point (God as having taken someone—including Jesus—as a Divine son
in history):



“It is now time to consider the Quranic and Biblical use of the word ' Son' as
applied to Jesus. This seems to be one of the great points of difference between
these holy books, yet perhaps the difference is not so great as appears at first
sight. Some of 'the sects have differed', and the Qur'an seeks to correct them.

“There are many passages in the Qur’an denying that God has offspring, and only
a few can be quoted. Perhaps the most famous is the short sura 112, al-Ikhlal], the
Unity: 'Say: "He is God, One; God, the eternal; he brought not forth, nor hath he

been brought forth; Co-equal with him there hath never been any one".

“This short sura is one of the most popular, recited every day by most Muslims. It
is a denial of God producing offspring in the human manner, and of God having
any associates. It stresses the Unity of God and his difference from men. Since it
is generally regarded as one of the earliest Meccan suras, this would mean that it
was directed against the many gods of pagan Arabia, though later writers turned
it also against Christian doctrine.

“The attack on the polytheism of Mecca is taken up by name in 53,19-21:' Have
ve considered Al-Lat, and Al-"1Uzza and the third, Mandt, the other (goddess)?
Have ye male (issue) and he female?' This is a forceful rejection of the notion that
God had either male or female offspring, and that the pagan gods or goddesses
could be accommodated under this name. So constantly throughout the Qur'an
such pagan deities are rejected. As W. M. Watt says, 'in passages denying that
God has offspring the presumption is that the primary reference is to paganism
unless there is a clear mention of Jesus'.

“What then is said about Jesus in this respect? There are only three clear
references, apart from those which deal specifically with semi-trinitarian ideas
which will be considered in the next chapter. The first is at the conclusion of the
Meccan narrative of the birth of Jesus:

19,35-36/34-35:" That is Jesus, son of Mary - a statement of the truth
concerning which they are in doubt. It is not for God to take to himself any
offspring; glory be to him! when he decides a thing, he simply says "Be!"
and it is.'

“This we saw earlier to be the declaration of the birth of Jesus by divine decree,
rather than explaining it through vulgar biological speculation in the manner of
the apocrypha. But for our present purpose the key words are ' take to himself any
offspring'. 'Take to himself means literally to 'acquire' (yatta-khidha), and so this
verse denies that God acquires a son in the course of time. This had been said
by Adoptionist and Arian heretics in Christianity, who said that Jesus became
or was adopted Son of God at his baptism or some other moment. But the
orthodox rejected this in teaching that the Son is eternal...



“There are many other Quranic verses that reject this notion of 'acquisition' of a
son, usually with little clear reference to Christian or semi-Christian belief. So
10,69/68: 'They say, "God hath taken to himself offspring"” .' 25,2: "To whom
belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, who hath not taken to himself
offspring, and who hath never had any partner in the kingdom.' 19,93-94/91-93:
'They have attributed to the Merciful offspring, when it does not behoove the
Merciful to take to himself offspring. There is no one in the heavens or in the
earth but cometh to the Merciful as a servant.' 39,6/4: 'Should God wish to have
offspring [or ' had God desired to take to him a son'], he would choose what he
willeth of what he createth.'

“These may all be presumed to be directed primarily against pagan polytheism, or
at the most against the Adoptionist heresy. But two other passages are more
pointed. 4,169/171: 'The Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, is only the messenger of
God ... God is only one God; glory be to him (far from) his having a son.' In the
light of the above this can fairly be taken to mean that Jesus, as Messiah, was not
added to God as a son.

“Then 9,30 says: 'The Jews say that 'Uzair is the son of God, and the Christians
say that the Messiah is the son of God; that is what they say with their mouths,
conforming to what was formerly said by those who disbelieved; God fight them!
how they are involved in lies! They take their scholars and monks as Lords apart
from God, as well as the Messiah, son of Mary, though they were only
commanded to serve one God, beside whom there is no other God; glory be to
him above whatever they associate (with him)!'

“'Uzair is the Biblical Ezra, the name being recognized by Muslim philologists as
foreign. That he is here joined with the Messiah and with scholars and monks,
suggests that saint-worship is in question. But the objection to the use of the
word 'son' remains against the background of Arabian paganism, to which it
'could only mean one thing, namely, the son of God by cohabitation with a
woman. That this is not what Christians meant by the term goes without
saying.' [Jesus in the Qur’an, Geoffrey Parrinder, OneWorld Publishers: 1995,
pp-126-128]

And one other source:

“Another Christian concept that the Koran criticizes vehemently is that Jesus
should be God's son. The verse just cited that negates "three" continues by saying,
"Glory be to Him-that He should have a son!" (4:171). Elsewhere the Koran says,
"How should He have a son, seeing that He has no female companion, and He
created all things, and He has knowledge of everything?" (6:101). ... Koranic
usage and the general Muslim understanding make clear that by son,
Muslims understand not a symbol or a metaphor, but a physical son, born of
a mother, God's supposed female companion. It may be that some Christians
have thought that God has taken a wife, or that he somehow impregnated the



Virgin Mary, giving birth to his son. But no Christian theologian has ever
imagined such a thing. For Christians, Jesus' sonship is a reality, but it
cannot be taken in a physical sense.” [WR:VI, 171]

In both senses, the Christian repudiates the ideas that physical paternity is in any way
involved, and that any ‘begetting’ occurred inside history/time.

Secondly, we should note that we are not talking about the ‘ruling’ or ‘royal’ type of
sonship, since that is fairly innocent. For example, angels are called ‘sons of God’ (even
though there is no hint of them being ‘offspring’ of God!), the kings of Israel (e.g., David
and Solomon) are called ‘sons of God’, and even the nation Israel is called a ‘son’ of God
in the Bible. Respected leaders were called ‘father’ out of respect, and a king’s subjects
could be called ‘sons’. And, in the Injil, the believers are called children of God (and they
can call God ‘Father’—Ephesians 4.6: “one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all”’) But these are historical and functional and imply no
procreation/reproduction by God. (In fact, Jesus --- as a royal descendent of David and
heir to the messianic throne — was a ‘son of God’ in this official sense, too, but that is not
the aspect of sonship that is difficult theologically.)

Thirdly, the Christian also does not (and indeed, cannot) affirm that Christ as ‘Son of
God’ is somehow a ‘second God’, like an adult son living in the same household with
his adult father would be. The Christian is ‘stuck’—so to speak—inside monotheism. The
bible — both Old and New Testaments — are consistent in their insistence on this. In the
Injil, both Jesus, James, and Paul affirm this:

Jesus (Mark 12.28ff): “One of the teachers of the law came and heard them
debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of
all the commandments, which is the most important?” “The most important one,”
answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength.' The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.” There is no commandment greater than these.” “Well said, teacher,”
the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other
but him. To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all
your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all
burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he
said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”” And from then on no one
dared ask him any more questions. “

Jesus (John 5.36fY): “I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very
work that the Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that
the Father has sent me. And the Father who sent me has himself testified
concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor does his
word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. You diligently study the



Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the
Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. “I do
not accept praise from men, but I know you. I know that you do not have the love
of God in your hearts. I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept
me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. How can you
believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the
praise that comes from the only God? “But do not think I will accuse you before
the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. If you believed
Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But since you do not believe
what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?”

James (James 2.19): “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons
believe that—and shudder.”

Paul (1 Cor 8.4ff): “So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that
an idol is nothing at all in the world and that there is no God but one. For even if
there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many
“gods” and many “lords”), yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from
whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live.”

Paul (1 Tim 2.31): “This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men
to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a
ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time.”

So, whatever the Christian means by saying that Jesus is the “Son of God”, it cannot
mean that there are two or more Gods. [In Quranic terminology, Jesus is not a ‘two of
three’, nor is God the ‘third of three’—cf Sura 5.73: “Unbelievers too are those who
have said that Allah is the third of three. For there is no god except the One God...” .
The Christian can—and must before God-- wholeheartedly agree with this statement.]
The Christian is ‘locked into’ monotheism by the words of Scripture. There is ONE God
and God is ONE (tawhid) BEING. There are no other beings equal to God, whatsoever.

[Break: before I got any further in the writing, he had already written me again—eager
for my response (which I obviously had barely started):

Is the faith complete without Christ? If there is one and only God should we
not trust in Him only? How can I better understand these difficulties...friend.

I wrote just a brief note back, and then doubled my efforts to try and write something
quickly/helpful. Here was my quick response:



The question is more complicated than that, and that is part of why I am giving careful
thought to how to explain something that is poorly understood even by Christian
Believers.

The problem comes with the difficulty of understanding and articulating the relationship
between Christ and God the Father, and this difficulty is shared—in some form or
another—with ALL monotheistic religions with a Personal God.

To use the form of the honest question you raised, I can show the difficulty (hopefully):

If I asked a Muslim theologian or scholar these questions, you can probably see that they
would have to ‘go slow’ to answer also:

“Do we have to trust the Mercy of Allah, or is it enough to trust ONLY Allah?”
“Do we have to trust the Qur’an, or is it enough to trust ONLY Allah?”

“Do we have to trust the way of submission, or is it enough to trust ONLY
Allah?”

“Do we have to submit to the Qur’an or is it enough to submit to Allah ALONE?”

See the problem? — There is a connection between all of the two ‘sides’ of the question—
they are somehow connected in such a way that the question is somehow ‘wrong’ in the
way it is worded. The good Muslim theologian would try to make clear and distinct the
relationship(s) between the words/terms, which is what I will have to do with your good
question. I AM trying to get clear-headed enough from this flu, as soon as I can, to try to
respond—and [ am very sorry if [ am frustrating you by my limitations—but I can only
go as fast as our God will let/empower me, in my current situation.

So, for the followers of Isa, the questions are similarly complex and ‘odd’ sounding. For
example,

“Do I have to trust Jesus and God, or do I trust God alone, or do I trust God
through trusting Jesus?”

(sort of like “Do I submit to the Qur’an AND to Allah, or do I submit to Allah alone, or
do I submit 70 Allah THROUGH submission to the Qur’an?”)

Some of these matters we MIGHT have to simply affirm/state without trying to
understand the ‘how’ (like the Muslim Ash’arites--the fathers of contemporary Sunni
orthodoxy-- had to do with the Face and Throne verses in the Qur’an, and the early
debates over the eternity of the Qur’an):

“As regards expressions involving the face of God, here, again, we find (apart
from the anthropomorphists who held it to be a physical face) the Mu'tazilites
held that 'the face of God' means God Himself, that it is common in Arabic to use
'the face' and mean the person. On the other hand, the Ash'arites maintained that
He does have a face, that His face is an attribute pertaining to His essence sifat



And

dhat.” Building on the principle of tanzih/mukhalafatuhu li'l-hawadith 'that
nothing which is applied to a created being should be ascribed to God in the same
sense', the Ash'arites consider that — unlike the Mu'tazilites - they have not
compromised the meaning of Qur'anic expression, while at the same time, unlike
the mushabbiha, they have not conceded to the danger of anthropomorphism.’
Al-Ash'ari summed up the view of ahl al-hadith who state on this point: 'We say
nothing on the subject except what God Almighty said and what the Prophet
(peace be upon him) said. Thus we say: He does have a face, without specifying
how.’ [Understanding the Quran: Themes and Styles, Muhammad Abdel Haleem,
IB Taurus Books:1999, page 110]

“To help simplify the complex arguments, we can cite as an example the debate
over the eternity of the Koran. This discussion goes back to the fundamental
theological issue of the exact relationship between the divine attributes and the
divine essence. The Mu'tazilites, depending upon rational understanding and the
laws of logic, insisted that the answer had to be "either/or": Either the attributes
were the same as the essence, or they were different from the essence.
Logically, it is impossible for a thing to be the same and different at one and
the same time. They opted for making the attributes the same as the essence.
Having done so, they concluded that the Koran had to be considered other than
God's essence, and hence it was created.

“In contrast, the Ash'arites insisted that God could not be made to fit into the
constraints of human logic. We cannot claim to understand God in the same way
that we understand the things of this world. "Either/or" may work for created
things, but it does not necessarily work for the Uncreated, which belongs to an
utterly different order of reality. In the end, the Ash'arites adopted a formula
that breaks the laws of Aristotelian logic: '""They [the attributes] are neither
He nor other than He." Inasmuch as God's speech is the same as God and the
Koran is God's speech, the Koran had to be eternal. Hence, the Ash'arites
argued for its eternity, but they did not deny that the Koran was created inasmuch
as it was written in books and recited by tongues. The Ash'arite formula on the
attributes is an early expression of an idea that we have been discussing all along:
God is both incomparable and similar at the same time. It is one of many ways of
bringing fanzih and tashbih together into an apparently paradoxical marriage.
[The Vision of Islam, Sachiko Murata and William Chittick, ParagonHouse:1994,

pp245£]

Early in Islamic history, Arabian and Syrian Christians tried to say the same thing about
Isa: As the Word/Speech of God (described so in both Injil and Qur’an, of course)—to
use the sentence from the quote above—“God’s speech/Word is the same as God and (the
non-physical part of) Christ is God’s speech/word...”. and the Christians could use the
same response (back then) as the Ash’arites did to the Mu’tazilites: “We say Christ is a
‘part’ or ‘aspect’ of God, without specifying how”.



But I am getting ahead of myself, and it is now almost 11pm and I must get some sleep or
I will get sicker—but you can see some of the reasons I am trying to honor your request
for real DATA on this important question...

Both Christians and Muslims (ignoring for a moment the terminology problems) have
problems in talking about the great transcendent and incomparable (tanzih) God and how
He has interfaced with history and language, so we will BOTH be ‘stuck with’ revealed
statements by God that we will have to simply ‘affirm what the Revelation says’, without
being able to explain the ‘How’. So, since I do not want to go beyond what the Books
say, | have to be very careful to stay within the general limits and boundaries set by the
Scriptures—

So, bear with me friend, and I will do my very, very, best for your very, very honest and
open and eager heart. [ want you to critically examine what I write—since you will have

to answer to our God for how you respond, just as I will have to answer for what I write--
!

But thanks for keeping after me about this—I have been thinking about this topic for
several years now, as I have read thousands and thousands of pages of Muslim theology
and history (and the Quran several times in various English translations or
interpretations). And I am eager to try to set this out in explanation the way I have
experienced it myselfin joy... goodnight for now...

Warmly,

Glenn



