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Welcome!
These mini lessons were adopted, modified, and translated from Christian-thinktank.com
website and represent the reflection of another simple traveler on the spiritual path. Each
article below has all three languages with in it, Urdu Punjabi, English. May you find great
blessing and help from these writings, as you make progress on your own spiritual
journey before our good-hearted God.
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Lessons I have learned 11-20
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A Category-Busting God (10/22/95)
This lesson | learned fairly early, although I have had to learn it more than once!

The basic thesis is that God seems to DELIBERATELY 'break out of' my conceptual and
expectation grids--in order to teach me that He is GOD!

The first few times this was obvious was in prayer situations in the early days of my
Christian experience. | would ask Him for an ‘end’ and often include a list of 'acceptable
means' to that end. He would almost invariably answer the 'end-need' to through some
OTHER means--generally 'better' than the alternatives | presented to Him.

Eventually, I learned enough to stop specifying the 'means' and started just asking for the
‘ends'--trying to let Him be 'the God' in the deal! But | found I still had 'expectations' in
my head as to 'how' God was going to meet the need and answer the request. And, again,
He would 'go out of His way' to answer the need, but WITHOUT using the expected
means. So | started working on not taking my 'expections’ (which | could NOT 'cut off’)
seriously at all.

| later realized that | was approaching Him "magically™ instead of "religiously”. In other
words, | was trying to manipulate God into obeying me (who was playing "god"--1 knew
the 'best way' to do stuff, obviously!), instead of trusting my God to meet needs with the
bigger picture in mind.

I have seen this tendency to 'box God in' operating in more areas than prayer over the
years--in theology, in Christian slogans, in cultural absolutes masquerading as biblical
absolutes.

And | am still learning that HE is God--regardless of the 'terms and conditions' | try to
place upon His warm and gentle activity in my life.

Good Question...

On...the limits of ""trials"

The next question in my mind is (other than being the Cosmic Woobie) what good is
God?

Fifteen men are on a scaffolding, high up the side of a building. The wind causes the
scaffold to shift, plunging eight men to their deaths. That night on the news the wife



of one of the survivors is interviewed about what happened and says," God was
really with our husbands today." She, of course, was speaking of the men who
survived. A true story. | saw the interview and was riveted. What would she have
said if her husband had been one of the ones who died? Where was God for those
who died? Didn't it hurt the loved ones of the men who died, to hear this woman
imply that God was not with their men? Maybe she loved the Lord and wanted to
share her gratitude, but her remarks took no thought for the pain of the other
families and, in fact, probably added to it. I don't think I have to connect the dots
here. This is my pain and frustration with a lot of "*God-loving'* people.

[couldn't agree with you more about the woman...in my early days as a believer, | made
the same kinds of statements, until | learned from the Book and from experience that that
position is unbiblical and unwarranted generalization...God MAY have protected SOME
of the survivors, but His mercy might also have taken SOME of the others on ‘home"'...

My own thought developed over the decades in this way...I noticed that there was not a
SINGLE type of calamity and/or atrocity that was note experienced by AT LEAST ONE
of 'the faithful' ...and in cases, the BETTER you were, THE WORST the experiences...so
| started asking the question ‘what good is He' (and in my words, is there ANYTHING
that I can 'count on' from my God? If I cannot count on him for protection from
ANYTHING, what remains of his ‘protective role as Father'?

This lead to a study of the promises of God in scripture...I noticed alot of TV-type
preachers telling the world that god promised wealth, health, success, freedom from pain,
etc...but I just could NOT find that in scripture or my experience..instead | found verses
like: Psalms 34:17 (The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of
all their troubles.) and 34:19 (Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD
delivereth him out of them all.)...

So | built this model/understanding that the way of life was that of a general series of
challenges (not perpetual bliss!)...

The next step came when | learned that the difficulties that | faced as child of God were
'regulated'...according to I cor 10:13 (No temptation has seized you except what is
common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you
can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand
up under it.), God CONTROLLED the 'level of difficulty' in my experiences (the 'beyond
what I can bear' clause)...SO this was a promise that made sense (given my experience)...

And then the next major piece came from understanding that the difficulties were
designed for a purpose in my life--development of character, strength, and will...Heb
12:10ff (Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God
disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems
pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness
and peace for those who have been trained by it.) points out that a life with RIGOR has
certain benefits of character (and 'discipline’ in this passage is NOT the punishment-type



of 'discipline’, but the rather the 'discipline’ of the military or athletics--a rigor, a
simplicity of life, a context of challenge)...the goal was to the 'share in his
holiness'...'holiness' is a strange word in the modern West, but it basically means
'difference’..that we might be DIFFERENT from those who simply 'drift through' and
never develop the robustness that brings satisfaction and joy, to others, self, and our
Maker...

Where this nets out for me is that the GUARANTEE is that | WILL have a steady stream
of difficulties, all carefully calculated to be potentially CONSTRUCTIVE to my
actualization, and none of which would be 'so difficult as to be destructive' to my
character...

When I look over my life--its bad times and good times--1 DO see this pattern
operative...the crises | have faced in two divorces, oppression by the govt, financial
difficulties, the health of my children, social handicaps, rejection by my original
Christian sub-culture, have all been 'deliberately difficult and painful’ but have also

improvement on what | started with!...

There is a special issue in this arena, about the issue of final death. The Lord seems to use
physical death as the exit from this 'growth cycle’, so I consider it outside the scope of
this perspective...God HAS promised me that | will die (unless he returns early), so | see
this not as a contradiction to his ‘protection promise' but as a boundary condition...HOW 1
DIE (falling off a scaffold, airplane crash, terminal illness) is still (1) subject to the above
constraints (most of which do NOT apply in rapid-death situations) and (2) subject to the
above constraints relative to the surviving family (if believers)...

One important note: these above '‘promises’ ONLY apply to those who seek God's
involvement in their lives. All of the 'unbelievers' | have ever met (and talked with on this
subject) have refused God's involvement in their life, and hence, the constraints above do
NOT apply to their lives (by their decision)...

well, its a little brief and terse, but you should be able to get the point...

As to the scaffolding element, | would have said something like: "God obviously has
more work for my believing husband to do and/or more growing that he needs(!), so He
kept him alive a little longer..." This would have been much more accurate than the on e
reported...

The Father's Greatest Love-the Son (10/18/96)

I remember one day 'noticing' one aspect of Jesus' baptism, which, like all really good
rabbit trails, led me to check out parallel and related passages. Notice these verses:



e And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom | love; with him I am well
pleased.” (baptism--Mt 3.17)

« While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the
cloud said, "This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased. Listen to
him!" (transfiguration--Matt 17.5)

e And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom | love; with you I am well
pleased.” (baptism--Mr 1.11)

e Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud:
"This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!" (transfiguration--Mark 9.7)

« and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you | am well pleased.”
(baptism-Luke 3.22)

o "Then the owner of the vineyard said, "What shall | do? I will send my son, whom
I love; perhaps they will respect him.' (parable of the vineyard-Luke 20.13)

e For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him
from the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were
with him on the sacred mountain. (memory of the transfiguration-2 Pet 1.17)

o The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. (words of Jesus-
-John 3.35)

o For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. (words of Jesus-John
5.20)

e | have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order
that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them."
(prayer of Jesus-John 17.26)

I pondered these things and put other scriptural passages together with them-like the fact
that the Father created the entire universe as a gift to the Son (Col 1.16), the Father is
busy subduing history under the feet of his Son (Mr 12.36; | cor 15.27; Eph 1.22), and
even describes the Kingdom of God with this reference: "For he has rescued us from the
dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves,"” (Col 1.13).

It began to dawn on me how great this love must be. As a father myself, | knew how
joyous the feeling was when someone praised my children, or asked me for something to
bless them with, or asked me to even talk about them.

And slowly, but slowly, I began to see the Father's heart.

How he delighted when | praised His Son to His face in prayer, bragging on His victories
in my life, on the matchless grace He manifests in my life, on the power of that awesome
blood. How He was so attentive to my prayers, when | asked Him to 'give someone to His
Son as a gift, for Him to delight in and redeem and mold and shape according to His good
pleasure' or when I lifted up a difficulty in my life as an opportunity for His Son to
manifest His glory, grace, goodness, power, fullness, patience. Oh, how He delights to
'brag about His Son' in my life-through the Spirit's ministry of the Word in my heart,



through the testimony of other Family members, through the lessons of providence,
through the rigors of study.

This has so shaped my practice of prayer, and | have a glimpse now of why 'Christ-
centered' prayer is so effective-we are praying to a proud Father!

The Social Character of Humanity (10/18/96)

I have always had a struggle with individualism and community. Due to "mal-adaptive"
responses in my early years (a euphemism for emotionally distorted childhood and
adolescence), | have always tended to be a 'lone wolf'. My best efforts to the contrary
have produced only marginal results, although I probably labor under the bondage of
stereotypical notions of 'normalcy' as most. And so the notion of community and the
'body" and of self-determinism in ethics and of individual conscience has always been an
intriguing and less-than-resolved issue in my life.

I knew from rudimentary sociology and psychology that the individual seeks a reference-
group: a group in which | can say 'l belong, because I am more like them in critical ways
than | am like other groups'. In this context, strangely enough, | was supposed to come to
a better sense of 'self' -of my individuality. | was to know what I was both like and un-
like. And in this process | would have both the Aristolelian ‘class within which' and the
'differences from'.

Biblically, the case was stronger and even more robust, but still (as most really good
Bible answers) raises a number of questions to be worked out over time in interaction
with God in history. The Bible had a great deal to say about the individual 'standing up
against the group norms'-the lives of the prophets exemplified that, the stories of the
Good Samaritan colored it, and the lives of Apostles in Acts put blood into it (cf. Acts
5.29 and aftermath). Indeed, the follower of Jesus was even supposed to 'just say no' to
his own demands! (cf. Mt 5.29ff). Indeed, the case for individual conscience was very
strong: "One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers
every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind."” (Rom 14.5).

But the biblical case for the group was equally (if not more) strong.

It started with the Trinity. We were literally modeled (Gen 1,2) after it. Humanity-the-
group (male and female) is in the likeness of God, as are the humanity-as-individuals. In
the trinity, you have three separate consciousnesses existing in the tightest personal
community possible (of shared existence-essence!) The three persons are all God by their
"shared community" (i.e. the divine nature), yet the Persons are distinct from one another
as can be seen in their interactions. Although this understanding of 'image and likeness' is
a bit metaphysical for the texts in Gen, subsequent passages support this view generally.
[For example, in the image in Jas 3.9 the notion is apparently ontic, and arguments of the
type of "as God does, so do ye" imply such a model as well.]



Then, the passages which address humanity as a corporate whole (e.g. Rom 5), or the
church as 'the body of Christ', or whole nations (e.g. Moab), or whole cities (e.g. Mt
10.15) seem VERY strange to our individualized Western Culture. But community-
solidarity is actually of critical moment to the believer-who is saved "IN CHRIST"! It is
only by our union with Him that we partake in the blessings of glory that the Father
promised to Him. | Cor 1.30: "It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has
become for us wisdom from God -- that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption."-
we share His standing with Father, as the only human who ever fulfilled the Law in its
entirely and therefore deserved heaven and the covenant blessings. We share His
righteousness (11 Cor 5.21), His holiness (I Cor 1.30), His election (Rom 16.13; Eph
1.11), His redemption from the grave/death (I Cor 1.30).

We are individuals who are only truly individual when we are somehow in community.
We may be lone-wolf types, but we must always be involved with others. We may be cut
off by circumstance or family from experiencing a 'reference group', but we must always
understand that there IS a circle to which we belong.

Philosophically, this means that a group is MORE than a simple collection of individuals-
it has a group-identity (or existence as a unit) somehow. This is similar to the notion that
a picture is more than just the sum of the pixels-we 'blend’ them into something
COMPLETELY different-a picture of the Mona Lisa. [It is for this reason that we need
BOTH psychology AND sociology: psychology addresses the individual pole in the unit-
group spectrum, and likewise, sociology addresses the ‘groups-as-units' phenomenon.
This is a bit simplistic, of course, since both disciplines describe their respective 'subjects'
in terms of their relationship with the other 'subject.]

I know | am not a healthy “individual” when I am isolated from community for long
period, and by the same token, | know that I am not a healthy ‘community member' when
I am not standing as an individual within that group on a regular basis.

I MUST cultivate a private, personal, individual relationship with my Lord, and | MUST
cultivate a public, group, community relationship with the "Head of the Body, that is,
Christ." We are simply "built from the ground up' to be related to God as an individual
AND as a group. We may iterate between these poles in our life (as creatures of extremes
it may be inevitable), but I learned | must take this individual-community spectrum
seriously.

Living as unto the Lord (10/18/96)

There is this rather clear injunction in scripture that I tend to 'run away from' by
omission-not deliberately. It shows up in Col 3.23: Whatever you do, work at it with all
your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know that you will receive
an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving." and Eph
6.6f: Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of
Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were



serving the Lord, not men, 8 because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for
whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free..

Note that these passages were written to slaves (and probably certain classes of hired
workers). These workers had a rather clear 'master' and set of objectives to fulfill, but
they were told to (1) do their job with enthusiasm and (2) as if the Lord personally were
their immediate supervisor.

I noticed that they were not commanded to LIKE their job, but to DO IT with
enthusiasm-fully, with all of their heart, "once more, with vigor". And I noticed that they
were supposed to do it 'as if* there were no intermediate link. In other words, they were to
do it as if the Lord Himself had appeared and given an audible command. Granted, the
verses and context indicated that they were supposed to try and ‘please the master'-even
in those circumstances where the master was a Christian and the servant-master
relationship continued for some reason(cf. Philm).But they were specifically instructed to
go beyond this-and try to please the Lord in the task at hand.

I so struggled with this early on. I did not particularly delight in my work-1 would rather
be doing other things-nor did I particularly hate it. But | was not supposed to base the
quality of my effort at it on my (fickle) emotional orientation toward it! It was supposed
to be seen as a task that God had orchestrated into my life, for my good somehow-or for
the good of others somehow.

It was NOT my job to evaluate each task beforehand to determine is potential
contribution to the kingdom before allocating resources to it! I was simply to do it,
subject to conscience issues of course-Acts 5.29, but to do it with quality, craftsmanship,
and some level of gusto. I was also supposed to 'relativize' it-to place it in the context of
the other commands of the Lord. This meant that office work was somehow to be
balanced with family tasks, and church tasks, and social tasks, and so on.

But I wondered 'why' as unto the Lord and 'why" heartily. What was the nature of work
that warranted that type of approach (I would have had to do it anyway, whether |
understood it or not, of course, but often He will clue us in on the rationale-but that is
another lesson). It was too easy to cynically say that it was all just a 'trial’ and therefore
for our good (!), although there are days, mind you, when that would seem a foregone
conclusion! But the things that keep me from such an obvious approach were the biblical
statement-"for you serve the Lord Christ" and two images from the Christmas song--The
Little Drummer Boy and the movie "Chariots of Fire". Let me deal with the latter first.

There is a section somewhere in the Little Drummer Boy in which the little boy, who has
observed the rich gifts of the Three Wise Men, says:

I have no gifts to bring, ha-rum-pa-ta-tum
I play by drum for Him, ha-rum-pa-ta-tum.



When | reflected upon this, | realized the nature of his "gift"-he did what he did best (or,
what was at hand), but for the pleasure and entertainment of the King-in-swadling. His
played with all his might and skill (cf. I Chrn 13.8: David and all the Israelites were
celebrating with all their might before God, with songs and with harps, lyres,
tambourines, cymbals and trumpets. ). So too, | may not be able to offer much, but I can
"do strategic planning” for Him, I can have fun with my kids for Him, I can do
housework heartily for Him.

He sees the work | do-whenever | compromise quality inappropriately (recognizing that
there are times He wishes me to settle for limited objectives-that is a responsibility of
good stewardship), when | do it ONLY to 'please my earthly master', whenever I do it 'as
unto my self-esteem’ instead 'as unto His enjoyment and delight', when I do it so
begrudgingly (and He subsequently blesses the work!).

Which brings to mind the line from the movie "Chariots of Fire"-where the Christian
Olympian is explaining to his sister why he must run in the Olympics before going off to
missionary work in China: "Jenny, God made me fast, and when I run, | feel His good
pleasure.” How often | have experienced that in my life, and never learned from it. | have
done some work, some writing, some meeting and it was well-crafted, high-excellence,
elegant simplicity-and | sensed His good pleasure. But did I learn from that? How many
years did it take before | realized that EVERY TASK | DO could be in that category of
pleasing Him-if only | would manifest the image of God in me AS | DID IT?! If every
speech | gave, if every paper | wrote, if every meeting | had was done as "I play my drum
for Him"!

When | first realized this, my life was flooded in brilliant significance. Now, the simplest
of acts-washing dishes, cleaning my apartment, paying my bills-ALL become offerings to
Him. They don't have to be perfect, just done with Him in mind. By simply focusing on
doing my best work with the resources available (without losing perspective on ‘limited
objectives') | can honor Him in the most 'secular-looking' work imaginable.

And, remember the passage said, "for you serve the Lord Christ." Somehow, some way,
the work I do advances the Kingdom-not just by the example-to-others testimony concept
(cf. I Thess 4.12; 2 Cor 8.21; 1 Peter 2.12)-but by simple manifestation of the character of
Christ.

What became clear to me is that one of the 'theological’ ways that God moves the
universe forward to the eventuation of the Kingdom of God is through the manifestation
of His character as revealed in His Son. In other words, the more the character of Christ
is displayed/proclaimed in history (e.g. through preaching of the Word, the lives of
Christians), the more evil is 'pushed down' or held at bay. If we are able to manifest the
character of Christ in our approach to work, this display (although non-verbal) somehow
moves righteousness along. So, even the carpentry work that the early Jesus did, moved
the kingdom along because it was done with quality and excellence in mind-as a gift to
the Father. All the good we do-whether or not it is attached to words (although that is
preferable)-somehow helps. Hence Paul can write: Finally, brothers, whatever is true,



whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable -- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy -- think about such things. (Phil 4.8).

We generally think of offering our lives up in terms of "Christian Service", but the NT is
much, much broader than that-"whatEVER you do, do it heartily, as unto the Lord".

I generally will grasp the ennobling power of this lesson only a few times a year-and then
tend to slowly 'drift off' in my awareness of it each day. But | aspire to awake each day,
to each task (regardless of how much I like or detest the task), with "okay, Lord, here
comes another quality piece of work for You to delight in"-"I play my drum for you".

The Holy and the Common (10/19/96)

Leviticus 10:10 reads You must distinguish between the holy and the common, between
the unclean and the clean.

One of the first things you learn as a young bible student is that 'holy' means 'different’ or
'separate’-set of for the disposal/use of God. The OT word usage is very vivid in this-
whole cities that God judged and ear-marked for destruction were called 'holy’ (i.e.
different from other cities, separated unto God, for His disposal and usage). The sacred
shrine prostitutes of the pagan nations which God used Israel to displace, were called
‘holy’. In itself the word 'holy' did NOT carry ethical content; that ethical dimension was
determined by the "Thing" the item was "separated unto"-if it was God, the separation
unto generally resulted in 'holiness' as we commonly use the word. If it was unto a pagan
deity or unto an evil purpose, then the separation was of a wholesale evil character.

God was called 'holy'-He was different, separate from the creation, other.

When a thing was 'dedicated to YHWH' it BECAME different-even though it looked,
acted, seemed the same. What was different about it was a changed relationship that it
had to its environment. BEFORE the separation, it was connected primarily with the
created Universe (and only secondarily with God); AFTER the separation, it was
connected primarily with the Creator (and secondarily with the universe).

The holiness vs common distinction, then, is NOT between 'good’ and 'bad'; but between
‘dedicated’ and 'non-dedicated’; between the ‘separated and attached to a God' versus 'not
attached to a God'. This distinction turns out to be very important in understanding many
areas of the Christian life (e.g Rom 12.1-2).

There are a couple of dimensions of this holiness worthy of notice.

Notice first that holiness DID NOT mean removal from the world. The Tent of Meeting
was holy. The sacrifices that the worshippers ate in celebration were holy. The firstborn
of the womb was holy. The camp itself was holy. All these things were
dedicated/separated unto the Lord (in some special way) that the other items were not.



Yet all these things were still 'in the world'-they were not transported to heaven or hidden
away in some monastery or not subject to the laws of physics-they were simply in a
special relationship to God.

Second, things were not generally created holy; a personal individual had to 'dedicate it'-
as God did the 7th day in Gen 2:3. Men and women could dedicate themselves to God
(the Nazarite vow), as they could their children (e.g. Hannah and Samuel), and their
possessions. Even unclean animals could be so dedicated-Lev 27:11. Things (and
persons) were dedicated by people who were ALREADY members of the covenant
community (by faith), So Christians (members of the family of God by faith) are still
called on in the NT to 'dedicate themselves' unto God (Rom 6,12).

Finally, the nature of this separation was for God's disposal/use-whether to serve in the
temple (e.g. the priests were called holy) or to cause celebration and rejoicing among His
people (e.g. the sacrifices that the worshippers feasted on were called 'holy"). It is the
"Father, 1 give my life to you, do with me what you will" or the "Lord, | dedicate my life
to you, use me in your purposes however You deem best" types of commitments.

There are many "personal” benefits of doing this with one’s life. Obviously, God "gets
involved" in more details and is more visible in the overall patterns of one's life, if He is
so invoked. But also, God is very much more 'protective’ of His resource-we cannot treat
the 'holy' as we do the 'common’. Remember Exodus 19.23: Moses said to the LORD,
"The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned us, "Put limits
around the mountain and set it apart as holy."" with Exodus 19.12: 12 Put limits for the
people around the mountain and tell them, "Be careful that you do not go up the
mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to
death. 13 He shall surely be stoned or shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on him.
Whether man or animal, he shall not be permitted to live." Only when the ram's horn
sounds a long blast may they go up to the mountain.”. Many times God reminded the
Israelites to recognize His special involvement with these holy things (cf. Ex 30.36f;
31.15; Lev 19.8)

Now, there are several implications of this for us.

One. If "holy" means "different" then a Christian's life should be "different” (not just
"weird"!).

Two. Our difference must be related to our relationship to God-He is the one who made
Israel 'different’ (Ex 31.13; Lev 20.8; Lev 11.44f).

Three. We must recognize that God wants to be treated differently than our other
personal relations-and if we don't, that He will SHOW US the difference Himself(!)-Lev
10.3; Lev 22.32.



Four. "Difference” CAN be contagious. In Lev 6.18,22, if a person touches certain holy
things, then they became 'different’ themselves (at least for a certain length of time). The
world we 'touch’ should likewise be different if we are different ourselves.

Five. "Difference™ CAN be dangerous. Paul gives us a sobering passage about one form
of "involuntary holiness"-the Christian's body. If we take the passage in | Cor 3.16, which
talks about the corporate body (e.g. the Church): Don't you know that you yourselves are
God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God
will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple., and link that up
with | Cor 6.18: Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside
his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. 19 Do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from
God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with
your body., we get a rather serious situation. We must be conscious in how we live our
lives that God somehow dwells inside the spirit of a believer. And we must consequently
remember that this is not a light matter-God takes it rather seriously, and we had best do
the same.

All in all, the lifetime process of becoming more and more "dedicated and different” has
important ripple-effects in the lives of others, in our own choices, and in our relationship
to the source of our holiness-God.

The best picture I have ever seen of this derivative character of holiness is the glowing
face of Moses. In Ex 34.29ff:

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the Testimony in his
hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the
LORD. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they
were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders
of the community came back to him, and he spoke to them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites
came near him, and he gave them all the commands the LORD had given him on Mount
Sinai. 33 When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face. 34 But
whenever he entered the LORD's presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he
came out. And when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded,
35 they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over his face
until he went in to speak with the LORD.

And we know that this radiance would wear off over time (2 Cor 3.13: "We are not like
Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while
the radiance was fading away."). The point is that this difference was obvious and clearly
derived from spending time with God 'face to face' (or in the NT era, "heart to heart").

God's difference was contagious-it rubbed off on Moses. May the loving and righteous
character of our Lord rub off on us, as we spend time with Him in our day-to-day
experiences.



A God of Color and Music...

| actually remember the time when it dawned on me that God had 'invented' color and
music...

I grew up with a notion of God as a Judge (as many people in the western world do--
sometimes courtesy of popular media portrayals of Him, and sometimes courtesy of
lifeless religious groups), and as | came into a relationship with Him, through Jesus, in
college, this image began to soften...God's "edges" became softer, and His intentions
became warmer, and His dictates became more 'reasonable’ (smile)...

But the moral world of absolute black and absolute white (or absolute yes and absolute
no) persisted...and so | assumed that reality at its core must also be such stark non-
colors...

Then, as a young seminarian (working, married with 2 kids at the time--therefore
surrounded by the 'real world'...tired smile) 1 somehow got into thinking thoughts in the
‘natural theology' realm. In natural theology you 'work backward' to the Creator, from the
nature of the Creation. (...As 'opposed' to revealed theology, in which you start with the
cognitive disclosure of God in history.) The world was rational, because it was created by
a God who liked order and reason. Language and communication existed because it was
architected by a God who liked people to communicate. "Society” was engineered into
our very efforts to survive (i.e., humans cannot survive in the wild--a baby takes years
and years of care from a social group before it can contribute much to its own survival).
So, | started pondering the structures of the world and creation, in order to ascertain
things about my God.

And one day, | bumped into the existence of color...I realized that the riot of color that
makes up our world--the gold of poppies, the crimson of a rose, the blue of summer sky,
and the golden dance of the sunset-told me something about my God, too. He could
easily have made a universe of all grays or all greens or all whatever, or He could have
created the world in color but made eyes which only saw one shade...

But He did otherwise...and we are confronted with a matrix of brilliant, sensual, arresting
colors...I learned something about the beauty (and color!) of God's heart that day...of His
love for beauty...of His heart to share that with us...

And, it was only a matter of minutes until I realized that the same thing applied to
music...a world in which music was present in the very structure of physics and
mathematics and in the very instincts of the tiniest songbird...a world in which music-in
every culture-moves the soul perhaps more than any other element of our sensory
landscape...

Of course, it was a short step from there to the fragrance of honeysuckle, or flowers, or
spring rain, or sea breezes, or lilac, or jasmine or...to the touch of silk and cool water and
warm fires...



This range of sensory 'opportunities’ seemed gratuitous (in the best sense of that word!),
relative to strict "survival needs”, and it dawned on me why we started out in a Garden...

And God, whose heart launched a billion colors, and thousands of aromas, and untold
melodies suddenly made ME appear like the colorless, tone-deaf, and muted-sense person
by comparison...His life was vivid, His life was a charging wave of color and joy, His life
was a fountain of beauties both simple and complex...

God never quite seemed the 'same’ after that day...

Holding up the Rock...

| wrote somewhere else on the Tank this:

"A wise old Bible teacher once told a story of a bright, young student who was worried
about losing his faith over some Bible difficulty he had been agonizing over for some
time. The professor kindly admonished the student with a simple "Son, why are YOU
trying to hold the ROCK up, instead of letting the ROCK hold YOU up?!"

There is a powerful reality hiding in this simple story and it is this: any relationship (with
God especially) worth having is one that contributes to life, not drains it off (remember
Jesus; "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the sabbath"?)...

When | am challenged by some atrocity in my experience, sometimes it is easy to see my
way through it. Often this involves giving God "the benefit of the doubt™ (see below). But
sometimes the challenge is so difficult that there is no way to calm myself down
(smile)...I have to run to the Lord and cry for help.

There have been a couple of experiences in my life this past year (2000) in which the
crushing weight of some event or crisis seemed beyond endurance, and when the
challenge was beyond my ability to ‘focus my faith' or 'gird up my loins' or 'grit my teeth
in stubborn trust', I instead went and sat down on a stair step in my apartment and told
Jesus | needed Him to just sit by me there...I would sit on the stairs, trembling in pain and
fear, overwhelmed to the point of not even being able to pray or think...only weeping and
sobbing and groaning there, counting on Jesus' presence-sitting on the steps with me-to
give me my next breath. And He always was there, holding me up, guiding my tears,
holding up my heart through it all, and washing my soul with the beauty of His peace and
comfort when it was time to stand up and move forward again.

I didn't try to hold the Rock up, but relied totally on the Rock to hold me up (and hold me
together, too---obviously). And the same applies to challenges of doubt, of difficult
decisions, of moral uncertainty...we count on our Lord to be the ground of our faith, not



our faith to the ground of our Lord.

Giving God the Benefit of the Doubt

Our confidence in God's goodness or power or even presence/existence, in some cases,
will undoubtedly be challenged by circumstances-just like in any personal relationship.

Consider a personal relationship of commitment.

The longer you know somebody, and have interacted with them, and the longer they have
demonstrated commitment/love toward you, the more likely you are to give them the
benefit of the doubt in cases where their (unexplained) actions seem incongruous with
what you know about them.

For example, if your loving spouse of twenty years left you a handwritten note that
sounded completely out-of-character (to the point of even sounding 'mean’), you would
likely assume you misunderstood them, and would ask them what they meant by it at the
next opportunity (the "help me understand™ request). But, in the time between getting the
‘incongruous’ note and getting the explanation (later), you would likely just suspend
judgment as to what the note meant. The dissonance between perhaps a negative
understanding of the note and the positive pattern of interactions over two decades is
'noted’ and perhaps even agonized over, but is not 'large enough' to convince you that you
have radically misunderstood your spouse’s heart.

And, in the modern world of store-and-forward communication, you would likely leave
the "help me understand” requests on their voicemail, email, or pagers, in hopes of
shortening the time you were in the "in between with no answers" zone.

But two things would get you through this: (1) the solid pattern of positive data about
your spouse's attitude towards you; and (2) the explanation by them of what they 'meant
to say' when they finally are able to answer your question. You rely on two things: their
revealed character, and your expectation that they will explain it adequately (and
commensurately with two decades of experience).

Depending on our depth of history with the Lord (as with our depth of history with
another human), we will give the 'benefit of the doubt' to Him, when the data of an
immediate experience seems to contradict the data of our prior patterns of experience
with Him. When it gets tough, we quickly start asking the "help me understand"
questions in prayer, but in that 'in between' zone we often have to look to our past history
with God-that He has proven Himself good-hearted to us, in both general history (e.g.,



dying on the Cross, giving us the Word of Life in the Bible) and in our personal history
(e.g., answered prayer, comfort in suffering, character development). God has an "audit
trail of grace” in our lives and we are justified in giving Him the benefit of the doubt.

But of course, we will keep ‘forwarding' our 'help me understand’ requests, which He
often will answer after some time period (some later than others, obviously!). But every
time we DO see the answer later, this also builds a reason to give God the benefit of the
doubt-because He has repeatedly explained how a seemingly out-of-character experience
did indeed make sense (when seen from a wiser perspective).

So, in times of difficulty and dissonance (and even sometimes, periods of dryness can fall
into this category), | have to keep reminding myself to give the Lord the benefit of the
doubt. I have seen the beauty of His character for too long, and have seen Him answer
too many "help me understand" questions in wise and wondrous ways.

Christlikeness doesn't mean learning carpentry!

The scripture consistently challenges us to ‘'walk as Christ did":

By this we know that we are in Him: 6 the one who says he abides in Him ought himself
to walk in the same manner as He walked. (1 John 2.5f)

For | gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you (John 13.15)

For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example for you to follow in His steps (1 Pet 2.21)

Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. (Matt 16.24)

You became imitators of us and of the Lord (1 Thess 1.6)

Wherefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. (Rom
15.7)

When | was a new (and certainly in the zealous-without-knowledge category) believer, 1
assumed that ‘following Christ' included all the external aspects of His life: becoming an
itinerant preacher, living off the donations of traveling companions, not staying in one
place very long, living from day to day, not going to 'college’, not marrying, not having a
job (or even maybe quitting one to 'step out on faith’), and the such like. And I struggled
with my inability to do all those things, especially at first.



Then later, the problems in this position became apparent-was | supposed to move to
Israel? Go only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel? Become a carpenter? Base some
traveling ministry in Capernaum (now non-existent)? Find a Jewish blood donor and get
a transfusion?

Or what about the contradiction-Paul told me to become like him (a tentmaker?) yet | was
also supposed to become like Jesus (a carpenter?)...Did this imply two jobs? But Paul
didn't seem to be a carpenter...and Peter and James and John didn't take up carpentry
instead of their vocation of fishing...

So | began to see that ‘walking as He walked' might NOT involve the kind of 'incidental’
aspects of His life, and maybe not even of His ministry. For didn't Paul go 'solely’ (or at
least mainly) to the Gentiles-a completely 'different’ ministry from Jesus and Peter to the
Jews (cf. Gal 2.7,8; Rom 15.8)?

But surely the "giving everything up" was part of what was needed to be imitated,
especially selling all you own-like He told the Rich Young Ruler to do (Luke 18.22),
wasn't it?

But maybe not-Zaccheus was accepted at only half of his possessions (Lk 19.8), and
Joseph of Arimathea was clearly a disciple, although wealthy. Maybe it had to do with
our personal false gods, and individual god-displacing addictions, and carefully guarded
personal caches of significance.

And Paul specifically told the Corinthian believers to "stay in the circumstances in which
you were called" (1 Cor 7.17ff), which for some would involve honestly-earned or
inherited material wealth/position (1 Cor 1.26)

And so, as | returned to the various passages that enjoined Christlikeness upon me, |
noticed they all dealt with matters of the heart, with special reference to (a)
compassion/love/service for others [cf John 13.15]; (b) qualities of grace [e.g., 'the
meekness and gentleness of Christ'-cf. Matt 11.28,29 and 2 Cor 10.1]; (c) non-
pretentiousness and non-arrogance [cf. Phil 2.5]; and (d) attitudes toward personal
suffering [cf. 1 Peter 2.21].

So, | stopped beating myself up about being married, in graduate school, with a computer
science job, living in a rental home, and not being targeted by religious assassins...and |
started beating myself up for my shallowness of outreach and aggressive love,
insensitivity to the suffering of others, my preferences for the comfortable world of
theology and 'cognitive truth’, and my lack of progress at having a heart of life and hands
of action-like His.



